AND THE WITNESS INCREASES . . .

At CrossRoads, we have a mission—“to share and celebrate the story of Jesus Christ as it has been reflected in the lives of the Mennonites and Brethren in the Shenandoah Valley.” This mission defines who we are, what we seek to present to the public as well as to our churches, and how we develop our campus and program resources.  

Just before Jesus returned to his Father God, he told his disciples: “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Mission through witnesses—those who share the story of what they have seen, heard, and experienced. Those who live with faith in Jesus bear witness as they share what they have seen, heard, and experienced in Him. This sharing marks what CrossRoads is all about. 

Brethren and Mennonites have understood witness to embrace the “manner of their living.” At the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center, we endeavor to communicate the story, to bear witness, as we interpret the manner of Mennonite and Brethren living in the Shenandoah Valley. In bearing witness, we do more than preserve the past. We interpret the past so that it becomes a living story for our present and future. We do this in the context of the faith and lives of Mennonites and Brethren. We ask what difference this faith brings to life today. Our witness is to a living faith—past, present, and future. And in fulfilling this mission, the witness increases particularly to people unfamiliar with Brethren and Mennonites who may not be reached through our churches’ witness.

During 2009, the witness increased through the number of visitors to the campus (1,989); in the various school groups that used the campus to satisfy their standards of learning (six); in the acquisition of 10 acres additional land for future expansion; in our spring and fall lectures; and in continuing features as the Tears and Ashes Tour, Harvest Day, summer Vesper Services, and special projects like completing the Wash House and rebuilding the south wall of the Breneman-Turner Mill. We celebrate the participation of the hundreds of individuals, businesses, churches, and others who make this witness possible by donating time, money, and gifts-in-kind. Without these, the witness would diminish.  

This annual report highlights the 2009 witness and those who made it possible. We invite your continued prayers, donations, and interest in the mission of CrossRoads as an important part of your Christian witness. And we say “thank you!”

Blessings & Peace,		
Robert E. Alley, president—Board of Directors
